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That verdict has not stopped the proposed fifth terminal at that airport, although its supporters have been forced into the unconvincing arithmetic of claiming that a huge increase in passengers will not be matched by much growth in flights. The court's decision is worrying central London's Westminster City Council. That council receives 18,000 complaints about noise in a year 4 and now fears that residents will be looking to the European courts for a remedy against nights disturbed by the many pubs and clubs in districts such as Soho.
Urban noise is not limited to the Western world. Indian cities such as Mumbai (Bombay) have the worst noise pollution in the world. I see that April 24, 2002, was set aside as International Noise Awareness Day-a time for quiet protest, presumably.
